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Nominating Committees
Report and Recommendations of the
Committee of Nominations
July 25, 2009
Recommendations:

Recommend the following be nominated as members of the Nominating Committee.

Geraldine Sanderson, Class of 2013 (Farmville District)
Shelia Smith, Class of 2013 (Winchester District)

Recommend the following serve on the Board of Trustees, Ferrum College.
Thelma Crowder, Class of 2014

Pat Owens, Chair

Our Annual Meeting is Octo-
ber 24-25. You will notice that
things don't get started until
noon on Saturday. That's to cut
down expenses and still get our
work done!! This year we're so
excited to celebrate 140 years.
in mission!! We will have a
BIG celebration on Saturday
night, with awards and cake
and ice cream!!

ANNUAL MEETING

Our Keynote speaker is Julie
Taylor from Women's Divi-
sion. You will want to come
and hear her message!! As an
added bonus, Pat Watkins will
be with us and lead a Bible
Study entitled "Sisters of the
Planet" This comes from the
Green Team of the Women's
Division.

Registration form is enclosed

and may also be found on our
web site vaumw.org.

We have much for which to
rejoice this year and encourage
at least one member from each
unit to come and be a part of
our Celebration!!

Louise Miller Vice President
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EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION

s What a wonderful School of
m Christian Mission we had in
= July! I do hope you are plan-
®ning to share the information
son all three studies in your
®church and throughout your
.dlstrlcts during the coming
= year.

s By the time you read this your
m Mission Today reports have
s been completed and you are

already beginning to work on
another year. Thank you for all
that each of you do as individu-
als and through your unit and
districts to fulfill the purpose of
UMW!

The Conference desires to
strengthen our relationship with
our sisters in Mozambique. If
you are interested in participat-
ing in a trip to Mozambique,

please let me hear from you by 3
November 1.

Joy & Peace,

Becky Breeding, E&I Mission
Coordinator

875 Bailey Road, Ft. Defiance,
VA 24437, 540-363-5905,
mbbreeding3@yahoo.com
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THIS IS A YEAR TO CELEBRATE

One hundred and forty years ago in 1869, Methodist women began our journey by working to im-
prove the lives of women, children and youth in India. Today, we are an organization of one million
members working to improve the lives of women and children in over 100 countries, including our
own. This is our year to celebrate our history and our successes. Our Annual Meeting in October will
be our official celebration for the Virginia Conference, but we ask that each unit in our conference
hold their own special birthday celebration. As you celebrate, ask each member of your circles and unit
to make a special birthday celebration donation of 140 pennies or $1.40. As your units collect this cele-
bratory offering, it should be forwarded to your district treasurer. At the Annual Meeting Celebra-
tion, we will ask each district to come forward with their district’s celebratory “Birthday Fund” of-
fering. There is no better way to celebrate our history of service around the world then by giving an
extra mile gift to Mission Giving. This 140" birthday gift will not be a part of your pledge to mission,
but an additional gift designated as “Birthday Fund”. Our goal for this celebration is to have 100 per
cent of our units participate in this special giving opportunity. LET’S START THE CELEBRA-
TION!!

Treasurer, Hatsy Droke
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United Methodist Women Launches Assembly 2010

Conference Engages Thousands of Christian Women in Fellowship for Mission Under Theme of
“Faith « Hope * Love in Action”

On April 30-May 2, in St. Louis, Mo., a broad and diverse gathering of women will convene at Assembly
2010 — a three-day conference hosted by United Methodist Women celebrating and empowering women of
faith in mission for women, children, and youth. Assembly 2010 will build a constituency capable of gener-
ating bold action across the globe.

Inspired by faith and activated by justice, Assembly 2010 is a movement of women from all walks of life.
Women will come together as one body to worship, fellowship with each other, and also to address and act

upon issues affecting women, <children and youth

solidifies this gathering into a movement for all women of faith.

This event represents one of the largest and most diverse groups of women of faith from the largest denomi-

national faith organization for women, United Methodist Women and is a historic quadrennial event that

attracts thousands, United Methodist Women'’s
a gathering place to rejoice and mobilize women in mission for women, children and youth.

Online registration for the event begins June 1, 2009 at www.umwmission.org. Assembly registration
includes all plenary sessions and worship; full access to exhibits, workshops, panel discussions and
performances; and a limited-edition tote bag with Assembly materials such as an Assembly Program
Book and Assembly 2010 commemorative pin.

Assembly 2010 Highlights

Pre-Conference Events: In addition to the full Assembly program, Assembly 2010 will offer pre-
conference events on April 29: Ubuntu Day of Servicend Mission Forward SymposiunA Zulu word
meaning “I am human because you are human,”’
the St. Louis community. The Mission Forward Symposium offers a series of panels on mission, history,
vocation and the future of mission.

Worship: Assembly 2010 will be a diverse gathering of women of faith. The worship of United Methodist
Women is a creative celebration that weaves together song, story, and performance from cultures across the
globe.

Workshops: Participants will study the complex factors that contribute to many social issues and address
how Christians can effectively respond and act for change. Topics will cover issues most affecting women
and children, such as human rights, the environment, economic justice and health care.

As

Ubu


http://www.umwmission.org/
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From the President’s Desk

.Greetings Sisters,

It is close to the time of year for us to come together for our 37 " An-
nual Meeting. This is a special year as we will be celebrating 140 years in mis-
sion. It is also a year when we have made a lot of changes in the schedule to
try to meet the needs you told us abo
tions.

It is my great joy to serve as your Conference President as we step for-
ward in new ways to live into our Purpose. As | prepare for the 37 " Annual
Meeting, | am so proud of all you have done for mission in the Virginia Confer-
ence, the Nation, and the World. Last year even in these trying times you
were faithful and we were able to send $856,482.46 in Pledge Money and Sup-
pl ement al Giving to Womends Division
tion in giving. We were able to support Virginia projects with more than
$125,618.97 and to give $30,000 to the Common Table Special Grants Pro-
jects. | know we did not make our Pledge, but | also know that we can in the
future as we all work together and step out in faith. God will provide the way.

We have a lot to celebrate this year, and | look forward to where God is
leading us and enabling us to go in the future.

| invite each of you to come and celebrate with us and commit ourselves
to the fulfillment of our Purpose.

Blessings and Joy,
Addie Haynes

President Virginia Conference = U t d
United Methodist Women Mgltﬁodst
I
Women
FAITH - HOPE « LOVE IN ACTION

ASSEMBLY 2010

vhi
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Secretary of Program Resources
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T am looking forward to the 2010
1book selections due to come out
ithe first of September. We hope
to have the books available for
1you at the Annual Meeting in Oc-
itober.  Program Books for 2010
'will also be available at that time.

EHowever, the 2009 selection of
1books is wonderful. Please take
time out of your busy schedules
E nd stop and read at least 1 book
1from this selection. Several of
i the books are available from your
‘local libraries: Three Cups of
ETea, Amish Grace, Confronting
'the Controversies, The Greatest
1Gift and probably many others.

1 These have been popular books

The Spiritual Life Retreat for
2010 will be held at VUMAC on
May 14 -16, 2010 with the Rev.
Janice Prentace being the re-
treat leader. Please mark you
calendars for a wonderful spiri-
tual weekend!

| recently read this cute story
and would like to share it with
you:

A little girl walked daily to and
from school. Though the
weather that morning was
guestionable and clouds were
forming, she made her daily
trip to school.

As the afternoon progressed,

for the masses, but must reads for
us!

Do you have a subscription to
RESPONSE and New World
Outlook? Both are wonderful
magazines with lots of opportuni-
ties for programs. The last few
copies of both have had wonder-
ful articles on the Sudan and
Food and Faith — great for UMW
unit programs to follow up on the
studies from the School of Mis-
sion.

Many of you have asked if the
Mission Study Books, and
DvD's for t he

Spiritual Growth

the winds whipped up, along
with thunder and lightning. The
mother of the little girl felt con-

cerned that her daughter would
be frightened as she walked
home from school, and she her-
self feared that the electrical
storm might harm her child.
Following the roar of thunder,
lightning, like a flaming sword
would cut through the sky.

Full of concern, the mother
quickly got in her car and drove
along the route to her child's
school.

As she did so, she saw her little
girl walking along, but at each

Sudan mi Ssi on

study will be in the Library. The!
answer is YES. I have them:
ready to go now. Just remember |
that there are lots of you having:

to share of all these resources.

If you have questions about the
Reading Program and Video Li-
brary or how to order your re-
sources, please contact me:

Gail Sutcliffe, gfvs43@aol.com
(703)490-3381, 3269 Corcyra
Ct., Woodbridge VA 22192

flash of lightning, the child
would stop, look up and smile.
Another and another were to
follow quickly, each with the
little girl stopping, looking up
and smiling.

Finally, the mother called over
to her child and asked, "What
are you doing?" The child an-
swered, "Smiling, God just
keeps taking pictures of me."

Enjoy your summer! Blessings,

Mary Jane Rawley, Spiritual
Growth Coordinator


mailto:gfvs43@aol.com
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“And what
quire of you? To act justly and
to love mercy and to walk hum-
bly with your
6:8b

As Social Action Coordinators,
we should let Micah 6:8 be our
guide as we advocate for justice
in the world. There are many
issues that we need to stand up
for and speak out on so that
there will be justice for every-
one. We must continue to pray,
advocate and act on issues that
affect all of us.

Some issues that we need to be
aware of and let our legislators
know where we stand are:
health care reform; just, hu-
mane immigration reform, and
environmental justice. These
issues and many others are very
much in the news today and
there are many varying opin-
ions on how to best make these
reforms happen. We must pray

does
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Social Action

athout them bnd malte our eon-
cerns known to our legislators
who will be voting on these is-

Gsaesl ih Congress and theiHouse h

of Representatives. Our Presi-
dent also needs to hear from us.
We can all write letters, e-mail
or call our legislators as advo-
cates for just reform on these
issues.

Please put this date on your cal-
endar:  November 7, 2009.
This is the date for the World
Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church
Meeting. It will be held in
Richmond at Wesley Memorial
United Methodist Church from
9:00 — 3:00. As United Meth-
odist Women we are a part of
this organization of women
working in mission around the
world. The World Federation

includes: African Methodist
Episcopal (AME), African
Methodist Episcopal Zion

(AME Zion), Christian Meth-

odist Episcopal (CME) United
Methodist (UM) and other
women who seek to establish
Christ’s
peoples and in all areas of life.
These are women who unite to
work for justice in the world.

I hope you will come and share
in the activities on this day.
Our workshops will focus on
Bible Study, Poverty and Hun-
ger, and Youth and Careers.
We, as United Methodist
Women, need to be there in
Wentmmumbers forSthisa $tage
Meeting of the World Federa-
tion of Methodist and Uniting
Church Women. There is a
registration form on the Vir-
ginia UMW website under So-
cial Action.

Continue to pray, advocate and
act for justice!

In Christ,
Linda Porter

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

: The Link is the newsletter of the Virginia Conference United Methodist Women. Four issues are printed :
- each year and sent free to district and conference officers, local unit presidents, and local unit secretaries. :
- To subscribe send $2.00 (check made payable to VA Conference UMW) to: Joann McClung, 1619 Lin- :
: den Avenue, Chesapeake, VA 23325. Or you may go on the UMW web site (http://www.vaumw.org ) :
- and click where it says The Link (left side of screen) on that page find where it says receive electroni- :

- cally click that and I will add you to the list. The electronic copy is free.

If you receive a hard copy of :

: The Link and would like to help the conference save money so we will have more to send to

;“Mi SSsSion
:God’ s

Giving”
Creation.

you may do

t he

same.
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PURPOSE

OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The organized unit
of United Methodist
Women shall be a
community of
women whose
PURPOSE is to
know God and to vaumw.org
experience freedom
as whole persons
through Jesus Christ;
to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship;
and to expand concepls
of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.

We are on the Web




